
 
2019-2020 AP English 4 

ATTENTION: AP ENGLISH 4 SUMMER READING  
 

Before you return to school in August, please read one of the following novels: 
  
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan 
A Thousand Splendid Suns  by Khaled Hosseini 
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 
 
You have no particular written assignment with your chosen novel at this time (Don’t 
worry!—it will come later.), but in order to ensure this experience is purposeful, please 
ensure you do the following in preparation for written assignments upon return: 

1. Read ACTIVELY.  Engage your mind, certainly for keeping the basics of plot and 
character straight, but also for questions of theme and style.  

2. Make a note of passages that struck you, whether positively or negatively.  
3. Make a list of ideas provoked, ones with which you agreed and by which you were 

excited as well as ones you found absurd.  
4. In short, read for pleasure, but also begin to read analytically.  Notice what 

you’re reading, and most importantly, return to school with something to say 
about your chosen novel.  It is expected that you have read the entire text.  Then 
you will be prepared! 

 
 

 
In addition to the summer reading assignment, we will begin the year by reading Tim 
O’Brien’s The Things They Carried and later in the semester, Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye. 
While these books are not required summer reading, students will need copies of 
each for the fall semester.  The novels may be purchased at various local bookstores and 
at Amazon.com.  The Norman Public Library has copies as well, and you may certainly 
borrow copies from a student who took AP Literature last year.  If you cannot get access to 
these texts, don’t hesitate to email any of the AP English 4 teachers (as seen at the end of 
this letter) and we will help you.  A brief description of the novels is included below.  
 
The Things They Carried  by Tim O’Brien (1990) 
  
The Things They Carried is a collection of stories that wrestles with questions of courage 
and cowardice, truth and fiction.  As O’Brien creatively explores his own experiences in the 
Vietnam War, he also examines the craft of writing, often pausing to reflect on how the 
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story must be told.  This book won France’s prestigious Prix du Meilleur Liver Etranger and 
the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize.  It was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the 
National Book Critics Circle Award.  We will weave both style and themes of this novel into 
the course as a whole. 
  
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison (1970) 
  
The Bluest Eye, Morrison’s first novel, will be used in class first semester as part of the 
regular curriculum.  You are more than welcome to get a head start on reading it this 
summer, but we will not be studying it until the latter half of the first quarter.  We will be 
using excerpts from this novel for work with style analysis, a review of the richness of close 
reading, but we will also be working with it in a variety of ways.  Note:  This is a powerful 
book with some troubling scenes and tough issues.  As we study it together, we will be 
considering how Morrison is using character development and language to take us into a 
troubled world. 
 
 
The summer request is not meant to be a burden.  Our students tell us that a head 
start on the reading load is a big help for time constraints first semester.  The 
assignment is made with that intent—to make your life easier! 
  
 Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions:  
  
Liz Hoggatt 
(email:  ehoggatt@norman.k12.ok.us) 
 
Shannon Pawley 
(email: spawley@norman.k12.ok.us)  
  
Kara Stoltenberg 
(email:  karas@norman.k12.ok.us)  
  
  

 HAPPY SUMMER!  HAPPY READING! 
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